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EASTHAM COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

ERRATA

Page 12 - Construction, industries should read:
Construction industries.

Page 55 - 1500 foot-wide Thumpertown Beach should read:
1500 foot Thumper town Beach.

Page 70 - Correct-1 1947 Federal Tank Truck to read: 1100 gals.
Correct-1 1967 Ford Pumper to read: 1000 gals.
Delete two small motorboats and correct to read:
""'maintains one motor boat and one ice sled for
rescue work, etc."

Page 73 - Delete Welfleet, from the Ambulance Association.
Page 79 - First line in Beaches should read: Aside from

Nauset and Coast Guard Beaches maintained by the
National Seashore, Hemenway landing, owned by Easthan,
provides access to Nauset Bay and should be retained.

Page 86 - 1896 should read: 1869,
Page 108 - Dome Road should read: Doane Road.
Page 146 - Figure 45 should read Figure 46.
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CHAPTER 1  POPULATION

PAST TRENDS

Between 1950 and k960 the population of Eastham increased
39.5% from 860 to 1200. Between 1955 and 1965 the population
increased 61% from 1,107 to 1,788. Unfortunately, it is not
possible to compare all four years because one set of figures
results from a State Census and one set, from a Federal Census.
Their census-taking methods are different; consequently, the
figures are not comparable.

Since 1940 Eastham has been growing at a faster rate than the
state as a whole, as has the entire Cape. Between 1940 and 1950
Eastham grew faster, with the exception of Yarmouth, than Barnstable
County or any of the other selected Cape towns as may be seen on
Table 1: Population Trends, 1910-1965, and Figure 1., It must be
noted that Eastham started with a small base population - therefore
any increase would seem large. Since 1950 Eastham has continued
growing at a rate similar to that of its Lower-Cape neighbors -
Wellfleet and Orleans. However, its rate was surpassed by the

county and by the towns of Dennis and Yarmouth, both closer to

»

the mainland. Previous studies of other Cape Cod towns have shown
that growth seems to move out along the Cape in stages, working
from the mainland to the tip. Eastham and its neighbors are now
coming into their period of greatest growth and expansion, as will

be seen in the population projection later in this report.
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POPULATION TRENDS, 1910 - 1965

1965 1960 1950 1940 1930 1920 1910
Massachusetts 5,295,281 5,148,578 4,690,514 4,316,721 4,249,614 3,852,356 3,606,416
Barnstable 74,000 70,286 46,805 37,295 32,305 26,670 27,542
County
Eastham 1,733 1,200 860 582 543 430 518
Wellfleet 1,651 1,404 1,123 890 823 826 1,022
'Orleans 3,181 2,342 1,759 1,451 1,181 1,012 1,077
(M)
'Dennis 4,374 3,727 2,499 2,015 1,829 1,536 1,919
Yarmouth 8,715 5,504 3,297 2,286 1,794 1,229 1,420

SOQURCE: U.S. Census 1960
Mass, Census 1965
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COMPARATIVE POPULATION TRENDS, 1910-1960
MASSACHUSETTS AND SELECTED CAPE- can GOMMUNITIES
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Composition

A comparison of the population composition of Eastham according
to age - sex groups with the composition of Barnstable County and
the state reveal several differences as shown in Table 2 and on
Figure 2.

First, the percentage of both men and women over 55 is much
higher in Eastham than in the state and even in Barnstable County.

Second, there is a shortage of young people between 15 and 34,
both men and women in Eastham. This group includes young men and
women in college or in the armed forces and those who have left
Eastham for better occupational opportunities,

Third, Eastham has an unusual combination of children and
pre~teenagers., The under 5 group, usually very large, is in
Eastham small, especially in comparison with the State and County
group. The older children, those 5-14, form the largest group, as
is the case also in the State and County with an almost equal
percentage distribution.

Unfortunately, this does not explain the burgeoning Eastham
School population since the older‘group 5-14 in 1960 is now 12-21
and either in junior high or high school and the younger group
O-5 in 1960 is now 7-12 and in elementary school. According to
the Town Report of 1969, the elementary school population is 206,

but the census shows only 101 children who would now be eligible
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EAS THAM

Age-Group Male

under 5 43

5-14 104
15-24 54
25-34 57
35-44 79
45-54 06
55-64 66

65+ 162

BARNSTABLE COUNTY

Age-Group Male

under 5 4,191
5-14 6,249
15-24 5,045
25-34 4,786
35-44 4,296
45-54 3,337
55-64 3,028
65+ 3,887
MASSACHUSETTS

Age-Group Male

under 5 279,399
5-14 475,499
15-24 322,053
25-34 311,770
35-44 337,198
45-54 290,457
55-64 230,984
65+ 238,975
SOURCE: U.S. Census -

AGE~SEX
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5.96
8.89
7.18
6.81
6.11
4,75
4,31
5.53

5.43
9.24
6.26
.06
.55
.64
.49
.64
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1960

Female

58
106
60
66
74
75
83
107

Female

4,232
6,039
4,020
4,280
4,327
3,843
3 629
5,073

Female

269,058
456,877
334.034
320,475
360,592
318,671
269,922
332,634

DISTRIBUTION 1960
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%

5.23
8.87
6.49
6.22
7.00
6.00
5.24
6.46

Total

101
210
114
123
153
141
149
209

Total

8,423
12,312
9,065
9,066
8,623
7,180
6,657
8,960

Total

548,457
932,376
656,087
632,245
697,790
609,128
500,906
571 .609

Table 2

%

11,98
17,51
12,90
12.90
12.27
10.22

12.75

%

10.66
18.11
12.75
12.28
13.55
11.64

9.73
11.10
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Figure 2

COMPARATIVE POPULATION DISTRIBUTION-1960
Eastham -Barnstable County
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for those grades, Also, the 1962 Annual Report on the Vital
““tatistics of Massachusetts shows 21 births that year. The 1967
kindergarten enrollment, which would include those children born in
16452 1is 40 children. The additional children in the school system
aire the result of an in-migration of families in Eastham.

Population Projection

The in-migration which is responsible for the increases in
school population can be iurther documented with reference to the
~ntire population.

Eastham's year-round population, over 1,700 in 1965, 1is
approximately 20% of the estimated summer population of 9,000.

This ratio is expected to change following the pattern of
communities on the Upper Cape which have increased the proportion of
year-round residents in recent years. It is expected that Eastham's
population will grow to 3,400 by 1985. This trend is moving outward
over the Cape, but the proximity of the National Seashore and the
Seashore visitors' center means that Eastham will play host to

an increasingly large tourist population. Expansion of hotel and
motel facilities will become necessary to meet increased demands

for accommodations. With present trends continuing, and barring the
limitations previously stated, Eastham's summer population, exclusive
of year-round residents, should reach 13,600 by 1985 for a total

summer population of 17,000.
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SCALF L

This map shows the distribu-
tion of summer population in
Eastham.

Note that the heaviest con-
centration of people is on the
west side. It is expected that
this trend will continue for the
next two decades and will necessi-
tate improvement of Eastham's
west side road system regardless
of state's decisions on the exten-
sions of the Mid-Cape Highway.

I

.

N

Figure 4 O:,

/ i
oo Y SAW
R
]

' RN T AN . « g
- - N‘O&&L S
[ S ~———
S

e

N

7

EACH DOT ¢ EQUALS 10 PEOPLE

EASTHRAM MASS.

~0-

COMMUNITY PLANNING SERVICES

S M= n U T A1 peseecs reew uRes CoNTOUR WTERWG @ FIRT

SoPMsTeR FLAGE, SEONR 6, mass

PREPARED FOR THE PLANNING BOARD 6 MASS DEPT OF COMMERCE UNDER FEDERAL URBAN PLANNING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM SEC 7O TITLE VI MOUSING ACT OF 1934 AS AMENDED



-

Conclusion

Eastham's most striking characteristic is rapid growth.
Between 1950 and 1965 Eastham's population doubled, and it appears
to be growing ever faster. The Eastham population could well double
again by 1985 (3,400); and before the year 2000, it will probably
reach its ultimate saturation level of about 10,000 year-round
residents. At this point almost all the land not set aside for
recreation, public use, etc. will be developed for houses, streets,
commercial areas, school sites, etc. The goals of the town, once
a general awareness of what the future holds is obtained, should be
oriented to controlling residential growth in type and quality
to insure the preservation of the open, relaxes nature of the town,
to providing for commercial expansion of the type and quality most
relevent to the economic development and character preservation of
the town, and to reserve adequate lands for the siting of future com-
munity facilities. The zoning, land conservation and capital improve-
ment programs of the town in the next decade will subsequently determine
the quality of all new growth for the foreseeable future.

Today about 16% (471 acres) of the 2983 acres of Eastham's uplands
outside the National Seashore are developed (see Table 13 in Chapter 3).
By 1980 at least 80 more will be developed. At some point between
now and then, the overall pattern and general character of all future
growth will have become substantially established.

Some of the questions that will face Eastham include:
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1. What should be the character oi new residential areas?

2. How much land should be set aside Lor community facilities?
And where?

3. What new roads will be required” Wher. ?

4, What land should be set aside foi busine<-? of what
kind? how much? where?

5. What land should be set aside for waterfront growth?
for beaches? boating? how much* «~here?

6. What town expenditures are needed? What investments
in new improvements will yield the arcatest returns to

the town?

7. What aid programs are available to help provide the
services that the burgeoning population will require?

The master plan study will attempt to provide a basis of in-
tormation, statistical and descriptive, to help the Town find its

onswers to its population growth problems.
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CHAPTER 2 ECONOMY

TNTRODUCTION

This report is a combined study of the public and private
sectors of Eastham's economy. Due to the limited size of the base,
the economic analysis for Eastham must look at potential as well as at
vxisting factors. The greatest asset of the community, in fact, lies
‘n its vacant unexploited land as well as in its geographic location
(proximity to the Cape Cod National Seashore). The first part of this
chapter deals with the existing status of the private and municipal
cconomies, the second treats the potential of both sectors.
ECONOMIC BASE

General Description

The economy of Eastham is dominated by construction, industries,
and by wholesale and retail trade activities, especially eating and
drinking establishments and gasoline stations. At present, thoroughly
absent tfrom Eastham (unless they are conducted on a self-employed
or family basis) are agriculture, fishing, and manufacturing. The
following observations are based on the statistics collected by the
Massachusetts Division of Employment Security. They exclude such
activities as public administration, self-employmemt and charities
which are not 'covered'" by unemployment benefits and instead are
based wholly on industries in Eastham. Because of changes in classi-
fications there are no usable figures prior to 1958. Basic observations
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